
English I Pre-AP Summer Reading Assignment 

2018-2019 School Year – Deer Creek High School 

Due Date:  First day of School 
 

For the English I Pre-AP summer assignment, you will have the option of reading 

either Orson Scott Card’s novel, Ender’s Game OR Nancy Farmer’s novel, House 

of the Scorpion.  Both novels explore the major theme of “coming of age”, which 

is present in all of the required novels you will read in your PreAP English I class. 

 

“Coming of Age” is the idea that all children/youth/teenagers will, at some point 

in their young lives, encounter or experience things that result in a natural 

progression of maturity, ushering them into the complex ideology of adulthood. 

Consider this when you respond to the questions below. Coming of Age can, 

however, apply to any character, at any age, as we all encounter events in our lives 

that contribute to our growth as humans. 

 

After you have read your selection in its entirety complete the two assignments 

below. The assignments are due the first day of class. Late assignments will 

not be accepted. 

 

Assignment Part 1: Choose a character with whom you identify the most. Create 

a visual representation of this character as described by the author. Use at least 

three quotes from the text to justify your visual representation and reference the 

quotes on the assignment. This representation may take any artistic form you wish, 

i.e. painting, collage, original photograph, drawing, etc. (50 points) 

 

Assignment Part 2: Using the character you chose for your visual representation, 

please write a one-page analysis of this character based on the coming of age 

theme discussed above. The analysis needs to include specific references to 

moments in the story showing how the coming of age event affected the 

character’s overall growth in the story. This portion must be double spaced and 

typed in Times New Roman 12-point font. (50 points) 

 

If you have any questions, please send them to Mrs. Carmincke at the following 

email addresses: 

 

katycarmincke@dcsok.org – Mrs. Katy Carmincke 
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